
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

10:30AM Worship:
312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 972 4592 2829
https://zoom.us/j/97245922829

Welcome & Announcements

Opening Prelude Special Music Scott Schroeder

Pastor:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin,
                whose mercy endures forever.
People     Amen.
 
Advent in the Dark

Asst. Minister:  We wait in the darkness, expectantly, longingly, anxiously, 
thoughtfully.
People:  The darkness is our friend.
In the darkness of the womb, we have all been nurtured and protected.
In the darkness of the womb the Christ-child was made ready for the journey 
into light.
It is only in the darkness that we can see the splendor of the universe – blankets of 
stars, the solitary glowing of the planets.
It was the darkness that allowed the Magi to find the star that guided them to 
where the Christ-child lay.
In the darkness of the night, desert people find relief from the cruel relentless heat 
of the sun.
In the blessed desert darkness Mary and Joseph were able to flee with the 
infant Jesus to safety in Egypt.
In the darkness of sleep, we are soothed and restored, healed and renewed.
In the darkness of sleep, dreams rise up. God spoke to Joseph and the wise 
men through dreams. God is speaking still.
Sometimes in the solitude of the darkness our fears and concerns, our hopes and 
visions rise to the surface.
We come face to face with ourselves and with the road that lies ahead of us.
And in that same darkness we find companionship for the journey.



In that same darkness we sometimes allow ourselves to wonder and worry whether 
the human race is going to survive.
And then, in the darkness we know that you are with us, O God, yet still we 
await your coming.
In the darkness that contains both our hopelessness and our hope, we watch for a 
sign of God’s hope.
For you are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.

(~ from the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand (abridged).

 Praise Song “Oh Come Emmanuel, v.1”      ELW 257

Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Asst. Minister: Let us pray,
People: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us 
blameless until the coming or your new day, for you live and reign with the 
Creator and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Box

Passing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you.

Breakout passing the peace.

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the 



end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
Lector: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth!
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might, and come 
to save us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 
measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among 
themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you 
made strong for yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your 
name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, Oh Lord.

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 
clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he[a] is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.32 “But about that day or 
hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;[b] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is 



like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, 
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Oh Christ.

Special Music      Scott Schroeder

Sermon       Pastor Matthew Bode

Song “Creator of the Stars of Night”      ELW 245

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

Offertory Prayer
Asst Minister: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with many gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered and sent, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord. Amen

[Reminder: Giving is happening through the website (zionlutheranmi.org) 
the app, or by sending to the church mailing address.] 

Prayers of Intercession
Asst Minister: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to 
this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 



We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call 
for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw 
near. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted 
waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. 
Renew the face of the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God, Your mercy 
is great.

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world, 
especially our health care workers in this time of a pandemic. Fill them with 
compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, 
with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. 
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without 
homes facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, 
and for those in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain 
their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, 
anxiety, chronic pain, addiction and other invisible illnesses, including those whose 
lives are infected or affected by COVID, or in need of healing of any kind, 
including those whose names are spoken silently or out loud….. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for 
justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are 
known only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your 
redeeming work. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 

Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
                    
Asst. Minister: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
People: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

Pastoral Blessing: Almighty God, Creator, Savior and Spirit, bless you now and 
forevermore. Amen.

Closing Song “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” ELW 251

Dismissal
Asst Minister: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve 
God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God! Fellowship Time


