
17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST –  

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, FERNDALE 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

 

10:30AM Worship: 

312 626 6799 

Meeting ID: 972 4592 2829 

https://zoom.us/j/97245922829 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Opening Special Music       Scott Schroeder 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. 

People  Amen 

   

Pastor:     God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people,  

turning us from sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of the 

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 

grow in to the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

Gracious God,  

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 

and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. Amen 

  
  

 

Praise Song    “To You Oh Lord” 

https://zoom.us/j/97245922829


Greeting 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Asst. Minister: Let us pray, 

People: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us 

your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 

guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Box 

 

Passing of the Peace 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you. 

 

 Breakout passing the peace. 

 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 

no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 

parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 

shall die. 25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous 

turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for 

the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked 

turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and 

right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from 

all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 

die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 

Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30 Therefore I will 

judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 

Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 

your ruin.[c] 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 

against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-20880c


house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the 

Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 

Lector: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

People: O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 

steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 

He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, Oh Lord. 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 

to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 

are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he 

went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He 

answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father[a] went 

to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 

go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A23-32&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23855a


said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Oh Christ. 

 

Special Music             Scott Schroeder 

 

Sermon         Vicar Jeffrey Ogonowski 

 

Song    “Softly & Tenderly Jesus is Calling” 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Asst Minister: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with many gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered and sent, in feeding the world 

with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Saviour and Lord. Amen 

[Reminder: Giving is happening through the website (zionlutheranmi.org) 

the app, or by sending to the church mailing address.]  

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Asst Minister: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, 

the world and all those in need.   

 



In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of 

Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with 

humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Your son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep 

your creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so 

that all of creation confesses you as Lord.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and 

new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, especially with 

systemic oppression, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority. Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, 

mind or spirit, especially those we name silently or out loud……. Defend the lives 

and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied 

or lonely. We pray for a COVID treatment and vaccine. Lord, in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. 

Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our 

community; make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us – tax collectors 

and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, 

teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and death. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

                     

Asst. Minister: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done,  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 



 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

  are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Pastoral Blessing: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The God of all grace bless you now and forevermore.  

Amen. 

 

Closing Song  “Wideness in God’s Mercy”  

 

Dismissal 

Asst Minister: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 

courage; hold fast to that which is good; render no one evil for evil; strengthen the 

fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve 

God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thanks be to God!  

 

Fellowship Time 


